





REBUII'DING

AEGHANISTAN

Editors note: Details in this article are drawn from
an information sheet provided by the Government of
Canada in February 2008. Mare information can be
found at:
www.canada-afghanistan.gc.ca

ust reading our national newspapers

and watching or listening to our national
newscasts does not provide all of the relevant
facts about our involvement in Afghanistan,
both militarily and otherwise. There are
many accomplishments that we can be proud
of in the areas of Development, Governance
and Security. Some examples:

DEVELOPMENT

¢ Close to 6 million children (1/3 of
them girls) enrolled in school in 2007-
2008

e Canada directly supports the
establishment of 4000 community-
based schools and the training of 9000
teachers (4000 of the women)

e In the economic realm, the per
capita income has doubled between
2004 and 2007 and Canada is the top
micro-finance program donor, with
more than 418,000 people (more
than 2/3 of them women) accessing
small loans and savings services in 23
provinces, including Kandahar

e Canadian support to Community
Development and Infrastructure
has assisted in the election of more
than19,300 Community Development
Councils and approval of more than
33,600 local infrastructure projects
approved nationwide (more than 16,500
completed, including 1200 wells, 500
culverts and 150 km of irrigation systems
and canals in Kandahar province)

e In the area of Health, 83% of
Afghans now have access to basic
medical care compared to only 9% in
2004 and Canada has directly supported
the vaccination of more than 7 million
children against polio (350,000 in
Kandahar province)

* More than 5 million Refugees
have returned to Afghanistan since
2002 (including more than 365,000
in 2007 alone, with the assistance of
the Canadian-supported United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees) and
90% of them found jobs within six
months of their return

GOVERNANCE

* More than 10 million Afghans
registered to vote in free and fair
elections for President (2004) and
Parliament (2005); 347 women were
candidates for the lower house of
Parliament

* Canada has directly supported the
justice sector by training more than 70
prosecutors,68 public defenders and 200
judges, thereby increasing knowledge
in three major fields of law (criminal,
civil and procedural)

e More than 600 Afghan National
Police (ANP) members have received
training through the Canadian Kandahar
Provincial Reconstruction Team

e Support has been provided to
Freedom of Expression through the
7 television and 40 radio outlets now
broadcasting in Afghanistan and the
Canadian forces have established a
radio station in Kandahar

e Civilian correctional experts now
delivertraining and provide mentoring to
Afghan prison staff and administrators

SECURITY

e For the Afghan National Army
(ANA) Canada directly supports the
trainingof soldiers atthe Afghan National
Training Centre in Kabul (helped train
more than 35,000 graduates), mentoring
of 3 ANA infantry and 1 ANA combat
service support battalion in Kandahar
province, ongoing combined operations,

'mbat a E

with the ANA and ANP, against the
Taliban and other enemy forces in the
Kandahar area and construction of
multiple ANA strong points to increase
security presence in the Zhari District

e Canada has assisted with Mine
Clearance, helping to achieve a 55%
reduction in monthly victims from
levels just five years ago

e Canada also supports Disarmament
work, helping to collect and secure
85,000 light and 16,000 heavy weapons
from former combatants

Guiding Canada’s efforts in
Afghanistan is the Afghan compact,
which is a five-year blueprint for
coordinating the work of the Afghan
government and 60 United Nations and
international partners in the areas of
development, governance and security.
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THE REGIMENTAL'BALL 2008
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"His blade flashing like firexSgt. Frank MacKay CD
of the Continuing Sgts Associatio; 2pares to
slay the haggis during last yeaf's Hé
(Photo: Pte. Raf Wulf, 0CA)

O n Friday night 18 April 2008, after dinner in
the WO and Sgts Mess, the CO announced
to everyone that the Sr NCO’s had won the
Mackenzie shoot. Conversation then turned to
who was going to the Regimental Ball. Most of
those present were going to attend.

For myself, the following Saturday involved
dropping off the Regimental pictures at the
hotel in the afternoon and later getting ready.
Before walking out my door to a waiting taxi,
I checked for money, Military ID, Glengarry,
Gloves, tickets and most important my
Regimental COIN. My girlfriend looked great
as always and we departed. The cab ride was
quick and it was a short walk up to the second
floor of the King Edward Hotel.

The foyer filled quickly with people from
all branches of the Regimental Family. They
included the Honorary Appointments, CO,
DCO, RSM, DSM, OCA and IODE members,
former Highlanders,allranks of the Regimental
Bands, all in various uniforms and attire. All
of the guests were well turned out for a great
night. The Vice PMC was handed the task of
Master of Ceremonies and did it well. Good
job Sgt Lauder!

Frank McKay carried out the Address to
the Haggis. I know Sgt Chin and I enjoyed the
Dram at the end of the Address, but next year
maybe we will see some new faces for Frank
to break in.

The CO and RSM had a few words for
everyone and wished Highlanders on the
next Mission to Afghanistan a safe journey
and return. From that group, there were
in attendance at the Ball Cpl Bradley, Cpl
Jaskiewicz and Cpl Frank. Cpl Frank was also
recognized as Top Cpl in the Brigade and
received the RSM’s coin.

After a short break following dinner,

tal Ball. | L

y Sgt Jason Venieau, CD

Cpl K/nka/d CD, Max MougJ CD Kewn Bragan
CD (leto Sgt Vienneau)

n Mfs. Dafling and

N
fCo! B2
W' o: Sgt Vienpeati) . ]

the Pipes and Drums began the evening of
dancing with the Gay Gordon. The CO led with
his guest and the Pipes and Drums kept the
dance floor filled as they played. During breaks
in the dancing people had a chance to look at
the Regiment’s pictures in the foyer.

Around midnight the DJ began with a
mix of music from the 1960’s to present. For
those that stayed the night became relaxed,
a chance to catch up with friends, drink and
dance into the wee hours of the morning.
From my understanding WO Ross was not
needed to smooth anything over the next day.
I believe that for everyone, but a few without
their Regimental coins, the night was enjoyed
by all.

For everyone’s information, I heard that
the RSM has picked 4 April 2009 at the King
Edward Hotel for next years Ball. &

L8TH HIGHLANDERS OF (ANADA
MILITARY BAND

WO J. Murray, GD
Band Sergeant Major

nder the leadership of Director of Music

Capt. (Ret’d.) Mike Lawson, CD, the
Military Band of the 48th Highlanders of
Canada continues its 116-year tradition of
service to the Regiment. This year, usual
military parade duties for Regiment and
Brigade and our usual public performances
(i.e. atthe Toronto Maple Leafs’ season opener
at Air Canada Centre — an annual event for
the Military Band and Pipes & Drums since
the 1930s, and the annual military music
spectacular at Roy Thompson Hall) were
augmented by new public engagements.
These included, a park concert for the City of
Aurora, a retirement dinner for BGen Young,
CD at the Royal Canadian Military Institute,
and, together with other bands from the
Toronto Garrison, the opening of the “Under
20” World Cup at BMO Field.

Highlights of the winter months included,
in addition to formal dismissals, Christmas
dinner and regular rehearsals, a return to
more traditional soldiering as each of the
on-strength members was required to pass
(and did!) the battle fitness and musketry
tests — though there was a definite scent
of mothballs on the square when some of
the Band NCOs were required to parade in
CADPAT! In late April, the Military Band
joined the Regimental Pipes & Drums in
hosting the 48th Highlanders of Holland
Pipes & Drums for an evening of music and
fellowship here at Moss Park Armoury.

Earlier this year, the Band bid farewell
to Cpl. S. Hum, who transferred to the
Foot Guards in Ottawa (something about
a girlfriend ...?) and after Christmas,
Cpl. J. Langridge went ED & T to fulfil a
temporary position with the Thunder Bay
Symphony Orchestra. Accordingly, the Band
is in full recruiting mode — members of the
Regiment are encouraged to refer friends,
acquaintances and family members who play
traditional band instruments to the Director
of Music or the Band Sergeant Major.

On 30 March, both bands welcomed to
the mess over 70 friends, and current and
former members dating back to the 1960s,
in an afternoon of celebration and friendship
to recognize the recent retirement from
the Regiment of Capt. Brian W. Maclnnes,
CD. (see photo) Capt. MacInnes joined the
Military Band and the Regiment in 1972, and
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On 30 March, both bands welcomed to the mess over
10 friends, and current and former members dating
back to the 1960s, in an afternoon of celebration and
friendship to recognize the recent retirement from
the Regiment of Capt. Brian W. MacInnes, (D.
(see photo)

served the Band as Band Sergeant Major for
26 years, before accepting the appointment
as Director of Music in 2003. His retirement
from this position in 2005 marked the
culmination of 33 years of devoted, formal
service to the Regiment, though he continues
today to assist the bands of the Toronto
Garrison with the annual Military Band
Spectacular at Roy Thompson Hall. Also
present at this event were a number of
former Commanding Officers, RSMs and
Honourary Cols. and LCols. - evidence of
the esteem in which Capt. Maclnnes was
held by all.

As the summer approaches, the Military
Band looks forward to a full season of public
performances at the head of the Regiment
on parade, with the Pipes & Drums, and
on its own. This summer, as in each of the
past 115 summers, the Military Band of the
48th Highlanders of Canada will continue to
uphold our regimental motto —

DILEAS GU BRATH.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT
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FroM THE A8 TH ARCHIVES
EVENTS IN SPRINGTIMES PAST

By HCol Geordie Beal

115 Years Ago — On the 10th of March
1893 the Sergeant’s Mess held their first annual
dinner at the Arlington Hotel in downtown
Toronto. Guests invited by Sergeant Major
Alfred Robertson included officers and NCOs
of other Toronto regiments and friends of the
48th Highlanders.

110 Years Ago — On 16 March 1898,
Lt. Col. John I Davidson, first Commanding
Officer of the Regiment, retired after 6 years
of building and shaping the 48th Highlanders
into a leadership position in Militia District
No. 2. In recognition of his service he was
made the first Honorary Lt. Col. serving in that
capacity until his death in 1910.

95 Years Ago — In 1913, the pipers of the
48th Highlanders Pipes & Drums exchanged
the Davidson tartan for the Stewart of Fingask.
The change, which had been suggested by the
newly appointed Pipe Major James R. Fraser,
when he arrived in May after 21 years of service
with the Gordon Highlanders of Aberdeenshire,
was authorized by the Commanding Officer,
LCol William Hendrie. The rationale for the
selection of the colourful Fingask tartan has
remained hidden in history. However, The
Lord Lyon, King of Arms in Edinburgh offered
the following when questioned in 1952 by
Drummer Corporal Bill Elms (later to become
RSM of the 48th). “The tartan was used in a
cloak said to have been worn by Prince Charles
Edward and left by him at Fingask Castle. He
went on to wonder if Colonel Michie, who had
been Honorary Colonel in 1913, might have
“had Jacobite leanings, once visited Fingask
and took note of the sett of the tartan.” As King
of Arms he noted further “This tartan should
be called the Fingask, rather than the Stuart of
Fingask”.

55 Years Ago — On 10 July 1943, in total
darkness, the 1st Battalion, 48th Highlanders
loaded into landing craft for the first assault
onto the beaches of Pachino, Sicily. They
were part of an initial Allied force of 160,000.
The landings were virtually unopposed as
the German high command had misread
where the Allies were most likely to attack
first. However, Sicily with its mountainous
terrain and the crack German troops of the
Herman Goering Division were to challenge
the 48th and the 1st Canadian Division. These
challenges turned Sicily into a training ground,
as if the lessons drilled into Canadian troops

for the prior three years in England were being
extended on the battlefield. Assigned a route
down the mountainous centre of Sicily, with
General Bernard Montgomery’s 8th Army on
the coastal plains to their right and General
George Patton’s 45th American (Thunderbolt)
Division on the opposite coast to their left,
the Canadians would earn the respect of their
German foes as a skilful, imaginative and
formidable fighting force and soldiers. For the
men of the 48th Highlanders they would fight
for the next month in the uniforms they wore
upon landing. Their supply ship, under attack
by u-boats, had been ordered to sea carrying
away everything they owned but what they
carried in their haversacks and pockets. Battle
honours earned by the 48th recognized their
successes at the towns of Valguanera, Assoro,
Agira, Adrano and Regalbuto, in addition to
Landing in Sicily and Sicily 1943.

On 10 July 1943, in total darkness,
the Ist Battalion, 48th Highlanders loaded
into landing craft for the first assault onto

the beaches of Pachino, Sicily. They were
part of an initial Allied force of 160,000.

10 Years Ago—On 4 January 1998, eastern
Ontario, Quebec and parts of the Maritime
provinces came to a standstill. The worst
ice storm of the century denied electrical
power to a quarter of a million Ontarians
as transmission towers and poles collapsed
under the weight. In Quebec, six times as many
people were left without power, many trapped
in freezing temperatures, isolated from food
or essential medical help. The military, under
Aid to the Civil Power, was called out across
Canada.Regular and reserve personnel totaling
15,875 responded, serving for two weeks in
Canadian towns and countryside. Twenty-
eight Highlanders, part of 624 reservists from
32 Brigade, found themselves at McDonalds
Corners in Lanark township, in Brockville and
in the surrounding hamlets. Putting combat
lessons aside, Highlanders applied their
ingenuity and leadership in clearing trees,
moving citizens to shelters, guarding the scarce
portable generators and delivering emergency
supplies.In March, the Canadian Geographic
magazine noted: “As for the soldiers, they were
impressively organized, competent, disciplined
and equipped for whatever the weather might
throw at them” &
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SCHEDULE of the 48th Highlanders of (anada REGIMENTAL FAMILY

DATE EVENT LOCATION DRESS
| June 08 Church Parade MPA Full Dress
6-8 June 08 Highland Stryker (Employer/0CA day)  CFB Borden Cbts

T June 08 Turner Shoot More Info to Follow
14 June 08 0P Highlander Home Front MPA 1400 hrs RSM to dir.
26 July 08 48th Highlanders Annual Family Picnic ~ RCL Acton On 1230 hrs Casual
23 Qct 08 Sgt's and WO's Annual Mess Dinner MPA Mess Kit or Appropriate attire

CONFINED TO

BARRACKS

[) SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL
— VETERANS WING

* John Jack Follett - K3W Room 88
* Nelson Liston - K3E Room 21
* Jim McCallen - K2E Room 33
+ Bill Waterson - KIW Room 21

2) BAYCREST HOSPITAL
— 3360 BATHURST STREET

LAST POST

The following Highlanders passed away recently:

GIRDLESTONE, Frank January 29, 2008 Fort Erie Ont.
SEAGRAM, Charles Joseph January 29, 2008 Rarrie (nt.
THOMPSON, Bruce February 4, 2008 Orangeville (nt.
PHILLIPS, Travis January, 2008

FAULKNER-BROWN, Harry February (0, 2008 England LB
CONNOR, Arthur March 1, 2008 Picton Ont.
FELL, Charles Edward March 20, 2008 Winnipeg Man.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning We will remember them.

+ Lloyd Tucker - 7th floor

3) SPECIAL CARE LINITS

+ BILLINGS - Henry David,
+ CARTER - Clifford W.,

« JACKSON - Keith (KC),

* McCRON - Don,

+ PICKERING - Jack,

* VIRAG - Wendell,

* WALKER - George

4) CONFINED AT HOME
— PROBLEMS GETTING AROLND

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

NOW AVAILABLE: IN THE NEXT FALCON?
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YOURS TO DISCOVER PLEASE CONTACT:
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SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE RSM; ALL MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENTAL FAMILY PLEASE NoTE:

OPERATION HIGHLANDER HOME FRONT

Is designed to support those members of the active battalion about to deploy overseas.

It starts with a BBQ at Moss Park Armoury, 14 Jun at 1400 hours, and will continue until

such time as all of these Highlanders return home to Canada.

DILEAS

+ COLTON - G.E,,

« FOREST - Ed,

* McKENNA - Jack,
+ SOPER - Kenneth.

For addresses and/or telephone numbers
of above Highlanders, please contact
OCA President John Dunne at
905-839-6487 or john063@webtv.net

These Highlanders will be
pleased to hear from you.
Give them a call or better still,
pay them a visit.

Don't forget, they are Dileas, as are we.
r 3
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