











SHIPS OF THE 15TH BATTALION

1. RMS Baltic carried the 15th Bn home from England 1919 2. RMS Megantic carried the 15th to England 1914
3. 8S Lorina carried the 15th to England 1919 4. S Mount Temple carried the 15th to France 1914
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48TH HIGHR’S OF HOLLAND PIPES & DRUMS

GOD BLESS CANADA AND
THE 48TH HIGHLANDERS OF
CANADA IN PARTICULAR.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following document was
handed to Herb Pike, by an unknown Apeldoorn
citizen, during the celebration of the 65th
Anniversary of V.E. Day last Spring. It expresses
the deeply felt appreciation of one individual for
the Regiment's role in the liberation of Holland
at the end of the Second World War and, as
such, reflects the deep pride felt by those in the
Netherlands, who support, or are part of, the
48th Highlanders of Holland Pipes and Drums,
which has become a “living monument” to the
courageous actions of our Ist Battalion Veterans
all those years ago.

en [ was a boy of 12 years old the war
started for our country on the 10th of May
1940. I remember German warplanes flying
almost unopposed over Arnhem, my hometown.
After 4 days our army had to capitulate after
bravely fighting a vastly superior enemy. The
enemy told us they did not really want us, but
they were after the British and the French. At
first we believed them, but after they started
to introduce all sorts of measures to curtail
our freedom in every way, we understood
what they were after. Making us to accept the
Nazi doctrine or at least not to be a hindrance
in any way to their desire to dominate the
continent. Beginning with the introduction of
a personal identity card -our Jewish citizens
got a big letter J in their ill cards -they followed
up with all sorts of rules that expanded their
grip on our society. Our Jewish friends, easily
identifiable by their TO cards, were arrested
and transported to concentration camps where
they were murdered in gas chambers and
cremated in giant crematoria. Our able bodied
men, in certain age categories, were rounded up
for forced labour in the German war industry.
Our food had to be rationed as a result of the
large claims by the Germans for their own
needs. Of course imports were scarce or mostly
impossible because of the blockades by the
allies. Towards the end of the war quantities
of nourishments shrunk by the month so to
say. Our newspapers were censored by Nazi's.
So illegal newspapers flourished. Listening to
other than Nazi controlled radio stations was
forbidden, which eventually led to the setting
up of jamming stations and in the end to the
confiscation of radio receivers. If still found
to possess one would end you in jail at least.
Artists, physicians, dentists, veterinarians, in
short all free entrepreneurs were obliged to
join a Nazi instituted organization in order to
be allowed to practice their profession. Students

were obliged to swear their loyalty to the
authorities not to do anything that would harm
the interest of the occupying power under the
threat of being excluded from university in case
of refusal. All this (and much more! 1) led to all
kinds of resistance among the population. Men
who ran the risk of being rounded up for work in
the German war industry “dived under’™

i.e. left home to hide somewhere else in the
country. Since everybody needed food coupons
these had to be organized for those “divers”
because they themselves could not report in
their hometown for the regularly issued coupons
for the next period, as they would run the risk
of being arrested. This meant that coupons
had to be found in another way. That resulted
in the setting up of illegal groups who raided
the rationing offices for coupons. Resistance
activities in all sorts of ways in order to sabotage
the German influence flourished. The German
Gestapo and Sicherheidsdienst (S.D.) tried of
course to suppress our underground activities.
Dutch Quislings tried to infiltrate groups of
resistance members in order to betray them.
That resulted in liquidations by the resistance
groups and these in their turn led reciprocally to
so called “Silbertanne” murders by the German,
quite at random killing innocent citizens.
One of these took place in my immediate
neighbourhood. These murders were revenge
actions by the Nazi’s on the liquidation of one
of their lot. \When you walked in the street,
talking to a friend, you always kept an eye open
for people in your vicinity. Because you had to
be careful about what you were saying when
strangers could overhear you. When you lay in
bed and heard a car driving through the street,
after eight o’clock (curfew) you listened whether
it would pass by or halt in front of your house.

One was always on the alert. At night in
bed, when the RAF came over on their way to
Germany, . and the air raid sirens went, we
rubbed our hands and thought: “there they go
again” and turned over comfortably on the other
side to go on dreaming that this might speed
up the liberation. We were not afraid, because
they did not come for()us but for “’them”. I hope
you will 11 understand that we all wanted to be
freed of this ever increasing oppression and
these direct threats to our lives. The successful
invasion in France gave us hope for the eventual
liberation and when after an avalanche of
breakthroughs and a flood of rumours the sky
over my hometown Arnhem was filled with
parachutes and gliders, we were delighted that
we would now be liberated.

What a deception! The only would be
liberators we saw were marched down our
streets into POW camps. For reasons never
solved, after the Battle of Arnhem the town
of Arnhem and neighbouring villages were

evacuated on German orders. Our family went
to Apeldoorn because we knew people there.
Another 7 months of German suppression
followed. German troops, marching through
our streets, singing their heroic war songs
and hurting our eardrums with their blaring
brass bands, meant a prolonged affliction. A
severe winter in combination with a famine
in the western provinces caused by a German
prohibition of transport of foodstuffs, causing
many deaths, meant another ordeal to our
stricken population. And then at last, we heard
guns in the distance to the East. Louder and
louder they became. Our hopes rose sky high.
\What had we gone through and what was
coming closer and closer! ! Friday 13 April.
Standing before our quarters in Apeldoorn.
I hear the whistle of a shell. Having obtained
experience in Arnhem, [ lay flat on my belly
before I realize what is happening. People
around me think I'm crazy, but they soon
understand! Fortunately the projectile hits
the maternity clinic behind our billets without
exploding. Maybe it was a warning shot to get
the population off the streets. Anyway, it was
the start of 4 days of spasmodic artillery fire and
that did indeed keep us of I the streets. On the
morning of the 1 7th things were very quiet and
we carefully got out of the cellar to investigate.
A policeman rode past on his bike and said that
the Canadians were there. Without hesitation
my brother and I got our hidden bikes from
under the floorboards, mounted the front wheel
and rode to the market square to find out.

We rounded the corner, and then ..... a band
of Pipes and Drums marching up and down the
market square! When writing this I still feel the
shivers running down my back. Our liberators
were the 48th Highlanders of Canada and this
was their band. What a Glorious Liberation!!! A
greater contrast with those hated Nazi bands is
impossible. Yes we were really FREE.

It was all over Gone all the anguish of the past
5 years. Gone but not forgotten!! It took me very
many years to regard the post war generation
of our former suppressors as acceptable equals.
The war generation will never be forgiven. We
went to see the liberators with their tanks in the
park outside the Loa Palace. [ remember clearly
their field kitchen where we as youngsters were
treated to the crusts that they cut off their snow
white bread loaves. It tasted like the best cake
you could possibly imagine. God bless these
men who stuck out their necks to liberate us and
sometimes gave their lives for our liberty. We
will remember them.

[ am proud that I may in all modesty support
the 48th Highlanders of Holland Pipes and
Drums who are the living monument to honour
my liberators. &
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20 YEARS
48TH HIGHLANDERS OF
HOLLAND, PIPES AND DRUMS.

EDITOR’S NOTE: On behalf of the Regiment, a
scroll, commemorating the 20th Anniversary
of the 48th Highlanders of Holland Pipes and
Drums and our close alliance with them since
their formation in 1991, will be presented by the
Honourary Colonel.

he joy was great on that April 17th of 1945,

the day that Apeldoorn was liberated. The
first signs of the liberation were for many like
a dream. Like a former evacuee, from occupied
Arnhem, described, with tears in his Eyes: “We
jumped on our, carefully hidden, bikes and rode
from the Loolaan towards the town centre.
The first thing we heard was the joyful and
haunting sound of the pipes and the drums of
the 48th Highlanders of Canada. It send shivers
down my spine, gave me goose bumps, it was
beautiful! Forever would this music remain for
me associated with freedom and at the same
time with the endured fear and terror.”

Apeldoorn and its surroundings were
liberated by mainly the Canadian Forces, with a
key role for the the 48th Highlanders of Canada,
in the first half of April 1945.

Many of them were killed in action in those
early days of April and gave there lives for our
freedom. Still, every year, many veterans from
Canada come to our country and our area to
commemorate them.

After the large veterans parade in 1985, 40
years after the liberations, our founder, Gerrit
Ham, longed to raise a living monument as a
tribute to the liberators of the town of Apeldoorn
and its surroundings.

And so the 48th Highlanders of Holland

Pipes and Drums were founded in January,
1991.Its founding objective was and still is:
to provide a fitting musical contribution to
commemorations, other ceremonies and
parades in the Netherlands and abroad.

Every year close to April 12th we
commemorate on the Canadian War Cemetery
Holten, Lt. Col Donald A. MacKenzie and the
other members of the Regiment who fell in
those early days of the liberation.

Ever since the beginning we
got a lot of support from Canada
especially from Pipe Major
Ross Stewart. He was the man
who was approached by our
chairman and founder Gerrit
Ham to instruct our band. Every
year he came to Holland and
gave instructions on the bagpipe
and about how a military pipe

band should operate.

From Toronto he was always willing to give
help and advise, to make sure that the band
looked at it’s, by Canadian example, best. He did
all this with a lot of patience and humor, but still
always with a strict hand.

After his death in 2001 the ‘48th Highlanders
Old Comrades Association’ was willing to take
over the task as our Historic Advisor, so that
we were always sure that we could seek advice
on the make and look of newly purchased band
items.

In 1996 two beautiful authentic, hand painted
tenor drums were presented to us from Canada.
One was from the ‘Pipes and Drums Association
48th Highlanders of Canada’ and was dedicated
to Pipe major A. Dewar. The other tenor drum
was a gift of Pipe Major J. Ross Stewart and was
dedicated to Pipe Major A. Anderson.

In the ‘Falcon’ of summer 2010 you could
read a beautiful story, by HCol Geordie Beal,
about the 48th Veterans Return to Holland for
the 65th Anniversary of Liberation. It was a
great honour for us to take part in the parades
and commemorations. It was a great pleasure
for us to speak personally with 48th veterans
like Herb Pike, Morris Tracy, Norm Gogo, Nick
Birch and Morley Hunter.

The band performances give us a great
sense of gratification. With our performances
we get to special places at home and abroad and
meet veterans, their families and many other
kind and fascinating people.

We hear a lot of striking stories and learn of
things we would never have known were we not
with the band.

Furthermore, we keep a warm friendship
with a French living Monument: The Somme
Battlefield Pipe band. Together we attend many
ceremonies in France and Holland.

The large amounts of time and effort we
put into learning and practicing on our musical
instruments are more than worthwhile.

Our band magazine ‘Highland Express’ has
also existed for 20 years and in 2008 we even had
a special issue with all the stories and pictures
about our tour around Ontario in the spring of
that year. It contained many highlights, like
meeting veterans in several homes, our visit to
the ‘48th Highlanders Museum’ in Toronto and,
of course, practicing and playing with the Pipes
& Drums and the Military Band of the 48th of
Canada.

On our website www.48th-highlanders.nl
you can follow all the things we do as a band.

Because we cherish our freedom and
because we like to do something in return, our
creed is: “We Do Remember”

Because we never will and may forget......
This task we fulfill for 20 years now and we hope
we may do this for many more years to come.

On behalf of the 48th Highlanders of
Holland, Pipes and Drums

Dirk GoupkuiL, PM

JAN SCHOLTEN, DM

ToNNIE VAN AMERSFOORT, CHAIR WOMAN
JOHN FUNDTER, SECRETARY AND QM

With many thanks to our Hon. Member
Jurry Hulzebos Sr., also Hon. Member of the
48th Old Comrades Association and Jan Jansen,
volunteer at the 48th Highlanders Museum, who
made it possible to have this story published in
‘The Falcon’. &
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PIPES AND DRUMS UPDATE SPRING 2011

he Pipes and Drums have been extremely busy since the last issue of

the Falcon in the Fall of 2010.

In October, the Pipes and Drums, along with the Military Band,
performed for the annual season opening game of the Toronto Maple
Leafs — a tradition dating back to 1932. We were fortunate to have Pte
Sean Marjoram go with us and take professional level photos of the event.

The bands leaving the ice at the ACC.

Following the Maple Leaf Opener, the Pipes and Drums and Military
band took part in the Annual RCMI Band Spectacular at Roy Thomson
Hall. It is always a long day, but the audience is always so appreciative of
the musicians’ efforts. PM Lang was again the Senior Pipe Major for the
event.

Immediately on the
heels of this concert, the
Pipes and Drums began
the annual feat which is
the St. Andrew’s Ball. This
involves three Tuesday
night rehearsals for the
ball and then the night of
the ball itself. The Drum
Major again addressed the
Haggis and MC’d the ball
portion of the evening, while the Pipes and Drums themselves provided
pipers for entertainment and duties during the dinner portion and the
usual split of the band for continuous dancing all night. The evening
again culminated with the Beating of Retreat at 1:30 in the morning. The
band then finished its duties and retired to our hospitality suite to have
dinner.

PM (MWGO) Lang and Sgt C. Dewar play the lament, Nov 2 for
The Toronto Maple Leaf’s Remembrance game

Sandwiched in between these rehearsals was the week of
Remembrance, which is always a very busy time for the pipers of the
48th. All told, including Regimental duties such as the annual Parade
at Mount Pleasant, the memorial dinner, the Parade itself, and support
to St. Andrew’s Church, the pipers did a total of 18 events. This also
included two pipers at the Air Canada Centre for the Toronto Maple Leafs
remembrance game.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE PIPES AND
DRUMS INCLUDE:

The 120th anniversary of the Regiment;
Participation in the Canadian Forces Contingent of Pipes and Drums
in the Virginia International Tattoo from April 23 — May 2;
e Participation in the Canadian International Military Tattoo in
Hamilton June 25-26;
e Warrior’s Day Parade August 20th; and

The St. Andrew’s Ball on November 26th.

Many more events are in the works, but are not confirmed as of yet.
We have also been asked to provide pipers and drummers for a couple of
recordings taking place in 2011. Look for more info on all of these things
as they develop. &
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ASSOCIATION
EVENT CALENDAR

HIGHLAND BUZZ THE OLD COMRADES

AS OF MARCH 2011

09 JULY 11 - PACHINO DAY,
Landing in Sicily (48th, RCR,

Hasty P of 1st Brigade)

LOCATION: Hastings & Prince

Edward Armoury, 187 Pinnacle St.,

Belleville

TIMINGS: 1000 hrs parade and

ceremony; Spaghetti luncheon to

follow

= &/ = DRESS: Old Comrades:
1 b S i

\ : N White shirt, ribbons and glen. Guests:
ET Canada visits the 48th Highlanders Museum. ET Interviewer, Rosey Edeh talks to relaxed
actor Taylor Kitsch, famous for his role in the show, “Friday Night Lights.” COST: Small $5 donation for
luncheon
CONTACT: John Dunne,
905-839-6487
48thOCA@gmail.com

05 NOV 11 MOUNT PLEASANT
REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY
LOCATION: Mount Pleasant Cemetery,

east entrance off Mt.
Pleasant Rd.
TIMINGS: 1030 parade assembles
DRESS: Regimental Blazer,
medals,
Glengarry
CONTACT: John Dunne
905-839-6487
48thOCA@gmail.com

05 NOV 11 - OCA
REMEMBRANCE DINNER
LOCATION: York Reception Centre
TIMINGS: 1700 - 2359

: ) p : " DRESS: Mess Kit, Blues, DEU, Suit
Charlotte Cardoen-Descamps, a representative of the Passchendaele Memorial Museum in Ypres Belgium, and a COST: $55 per person

ood friend to the 15th Battalion Memorial Project, pays a visit to our Regimental Museum.
g Jech bay 7 CONTACT:  John Dunne

905-839-6487
48thOCA@gmail.com

06 NOV 11 - REMEMBRANCE
DAY PARADE
LOCATION: OQueen’s Park Circle
TIMINGS: 0930 OCA buses at MPA
1030 form up on Wellesley Street
Messes open at MPA after March back

DRESS: Old Comrades: Blazer, tie,
medals
CONTACT: 48th Highrs BOR,
416-635-2765 or
John Dunne

= 905-839-6487
In the Officers Mess of the Cape Town Highlanders, the DGO, Maj Allan Best, presents 48thOCA@gmail.com
a 48th plaque to the unit €0, LCol André van der Bijl, in recognition of their 125th
Anniversary (1885-2010).
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HIGHLANDERS CONFINED TO BARRACKS

SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL - VETERANS WING

BELL, Norman ... .416-487-5611
COOPER, Vic . .. .647-341-8573
ESTRIN, Joe ... .416-932-2372
LEONARD, Stanley

McCRON, Donald

McKENNA, Jack

McMAHON, Jim

SHALAPATA, Paul

SHONTALER Jim ... .416-483-4349
SOPER Ken . .. .416-487-2990

GREEN, Stuart Not Listed
CARTER, Clifford c¢/o Susan Hampson 519-424-9784

CONFINED AT HOME - PROBLEMS GETTING AROUND

COLTON, G.E. . . . . e e 819-683-2323

These Highlanders will be pleased to hear from you.
Give them a call or better still, pay them a visit.
Don't forget, they are Dileas, as are we.

LAST POST

Robert P. Seagram Toronto ON
Phil Ward Toronto ON
Brampton ON

Toronto ON

Toronto ON

Peterborough ON

St. Catharines ON

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them. &
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